
You have been 

arrested, given a 

citation, or 

received a letter to 

appear.

Your first court 

appearance is an 

arraignment – you 

learn about the 

charges against 

you and what your 

rights are and you 

may enter a plea.

You may plead 

guilty and may 

also be sentenced 

at that time.

If your charges are 

eligible for 

diversion, you may 

request diversion.  

A diversion lasts 

from 6 months to 2 

years and, if 

successfully 

completed, may 

result in your 

charges being 

dismissed.

If you cannot be 

sentenced 

immediately, you 

must contact the 

DA Expediter to 

discuss a 

sentence.  You will 

be given a court 

date for your 

sentencing.

Because you have 

been charged with 

a misdemeanor, if 

you cannot afford 

a lawyer, the court 

will refer you to the 

Public Defender.  

Another court date 

will be scheduled 

to give you an 

opportunity to 

discuss your case 

with your lawyer.

If you want to talk to a lawyer, another 

court date will be scheduled giving you 

time to either hire a lawyer or see the 

Public Defender.

If you are representing yourself, you 

will need to see the DA Expediter to 

find out if you qualify for diversion.  You 

will be scheduled for another court 

date.

At the next court 

appearance and if 

you have pled 

guilty, you will be 

sentenced.

At the next court 

appearance, you 

may be placed on 

diversion.

At the next court 

appearance, if 

eligible, the Public 

Defender will be 

appointed to 

represent you.  

You may enter a 

plea or ask for 

additional time to 

discuss your 

options.

You may be 

required to come 

to court during 

your diversion.

If you plead Not 

Guilty, your case 

will be scheduled 

for a trial.

If you plead Guilty or No 

Contest, you may be 

sentenced or schedule 

another court date for 

sentencing.

You may also 

request diversion –

if your charges are 

eligible.

At trial, you will be found 

guilty or not guilty.  If 

guilty, you may be 

sentenced immediately or 

be scheduled for 

sentencing.

If you complete 

diversion 

successfully, your 

charges will be 

dismissed.  If not, 

you will be 

sentenced.
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