MARIN COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
3501 Civic Center Drive
P.O. Box 4988
San Rafael, CA 94913-4988
(415) 444-7040

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION (ADR) INFORMATIONAL NOTICE
(California Rule of Court 3.221)
The plaintiff must serve a copy of this notice with the complaint on all parties to this case.
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) is a way of solving legal disputes without going to trial. Using ADR
may have a variety of benefits, depending on the type of ADR process used and the circumstances of
the particular case.
ADVANTAGES OF ADR
Save Time
A dispute often can be settled or decided much sooner with ADR; often in a matter of months, even
weeks, while bringing a lawsuit to trial can take a year or more.
Save Money
When cases are resolved earlier through ADR, the parties may save some of the money they would
have spent on attorney fees, court costs, experts' fees, and other litigation expenses.
Increase Control Over the Process and the Outcome
In ADR, parties typically play a greater role in shaping both the process and its outcome. In most ADR
processes, parties have more opportunity to tell their side of the story than they do at trial. Some ADR
processes, such as mediation, allow the parties to fashion creative resolutions that are not available in
a trial. Other ADR processes, such as arbitration, allow the parties to choose an expert in a particular
field to decide the dispute.
Preserve Relationships
ADR can be a less adversarial way to resolve a dispute. For example, an experienced mediator can
help the parties effectively communicate their needs and point of view to the other side. This can be an
important advantage where the parties have a relationship to preserve.
Increase Satisfaction
In a trial, there is typically a winner and a loser. The loser is not likely to be happy, and even the winner
may not be completely satisfied with the outcome. ADR can help the parties find win-win solutions and
achieve their real goals. This, along with all of ADR's other potential advantages, may increase the
parties' overall satisfaction with both the dispute resolution process and the outcome.
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DISADVANTAGES OF ADR
If the case is resolved using ADR, the parties forgo their right to a public trial and they do not receive a
decision by a judge or jury. If the case is not resolved using ADR and it proceeds to trial, the overall
costs of the case may increase.
TYPES OF ADR
Mediation
In mediation, an impartial person called a "mediator" helps the parties try to reach a mutually
acceptable resolution of the dispute. The mediator does not decide the dispute but helps the parties
communicate so they can try to settle the dispute themselves. Mediation leaves control of the outcome
with the parties.
Settlement Conferences
Settlement conferences may be either mandatory or voluntary. In both types of settlement
conferences, the parties and their attorneys meet with a judge or a neutral person called a "settlement
officer" to discuss possible settlement of their dispute. The judge or settlement officer does not make a
decision in the case but assists the parties in evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of the case and
in negotiating a settlement. Settlement conferences are appropriate in any case where settlement is an
option. Mandatory settlement conferences are often held close to the date a case is set for trial.
Arbitration
In arbitration, a neutral person called an "arbitrator" hears arguments and evidence from each side and
then decides the outcome of the dispute. Arbitration is less formal than a trial, and the rules of
evidence are often relaxed. Arbitration may be either "binding" or "nonbinding." Binding arbitration
means that the parties waive their right to a trial and agree to accept the arbitrator's decision as final.
Generally, there is no right to appeal an arbitrator's decision. Nonbinding arbitration means that the
parties are free to request a trial if they do not accept the arbitrator's decision.
Neutral Evaluation
In neutral evaluation, each party gets a chance to present the case to a neutral person called an
"evaluator." The evaluator then gives an opinion on the strengths and weaknesses of each party's
evidence and arguments and about how the dispute could be resolved. The evaluator is often an
expert in the subject matter of the dispute. Although the evaluator's opinion is not binding, the parties
typically use it as a basis for trying to negotiate a resolution of the dispute.
LOCAL ADR PROGRAMS
For a Directory of Mediators and Arbitrators or information about the Modest Means Mediation
Program, contact the Marin County Bar Association (MCBA) by calling (415) 499-1314 or emailing
info@marinbar.org. Additional information is also available on the MCBA website: www.marinbar.org.
STIPULATION TO USE ADR
If all parties in the action agree to participate in ADR, a Stipulation to Use Alternative Dispute
Resolution Process (CV002) may be filed with the court. This form is available at www.marincourt.org
or in the Clerk’s Office.
Please note, you are required to complete and submit the Notice of Settlement of Entire Case
(Judicial Council Form CM-200) within 10 days of the resolution of your case.
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